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The Challenge...

Rollei engineers and designers received an
explicit assignment: create a totally new
2'/4” x 2'/4” single-lens reflex camera that
could fulfill every job the working professional.
scientific photographer, or serious amateur
might encounter — reliably, rapidly, and
positively. It was to have a scope far beyond
that of existing cameras; in essence, it had to
be a camera of the future.

The Design Philosophy:

Everything needed for constant use must be
builtin; where the user would benefit through
interchangeability, the part should be made
easily interchangeable.

In addition, the SL 66 should have a modern.
single focal-plane shutter — the only way to
accomodate lenses both with and without
built-in leaf shutters without restricting their
optical performance.

Specific Requirements:

Built-in Bellows — the SL 66 had to have a
built-in, tilting bellows unit for close-up work,
macrophotography, and pictures with extended
depth. It must be always ready for use without
special accessories.

Reversible Lenses — the camera, without
accessories, had to cover the entire close-up
range and part of the macro range through lens
reversibility (the front element facing the
camera). Supplementary adapter rings were
not to be used.

Interchangeable Components — not only were
interchangeable magazines, focusing hoods,
and lenses a requirement, but for optimum
focusing under diverse conditions, focusing
screens had to be quickly interchangeable.

Range of Accessories — in addition to the
interchangeable components, an extensive
system of specialized accessories must be
available for the SL 66.

Functional Controls — the SL 66’s operation
controls had to employ safety features and
useful extras so as to be completely foolproof,
permitting the user to devote his full
concentration to his picture.

Convenience — despite its design sophistica-
tion and great capabilities, the SL 66 had to
offer rapid, convenient operation under all
conditions.
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